ADUTCHMATHEMATICIAN TRIES
TO COME UP WITH THE 73RD ROOTOF A
499-DIGIT NUMBER—ALL INHIS HEAD

The challenge is to figure out—totally in his
head—the 73rd root of a 499-digit number. Dutch
mathematician Willem Klein has been wrong on
two previous tries. As a computer gives him a
third number, he clasps his hands in prayer
(above), then scans the printout before him and
undertakes the finger-gnawing, cigarette-smok-
ing, head-holding process of cogitation. At
bottom right he holds up his hand to signal that
he thinks he has it.
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Wait! He may haveit...
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